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Passage 1

Cliff Village

In 2016, Chen Rezuo needed to climb a high ladder on her way back home,
with other children from Atulieer Village. The 15 schoolchildren were mostly girls
and it took them two hours to make the journey. They had to climb about 800 metres
up a vine ladder from the bottom of a cliff to their village on top of a mountain in



Liangshan Yi Autonomous Prefecturel of Southwest China’s Sichuan Province.

Atulieer Village, where about 125 families lived, is known as the “cliff village2.
The people who lived in the clouds high on the mountain are not afraid of heights and
very good at climbing.

Things began to change in 2017. The government built a new ladder to the
village. This new ladder is made of steel and consists of a total of 2,556 steps. It is 2.8
kilometres long and 1.5 metres wide. With the steel ladder, the road up and down the
mountain became much easier. In less than a year, the village was connected to
electricity and the Internet.

In 2019, nearly 100,000 tourists came to the “cliff village” to see what it was like
to climb up the steel ladder. They lived in the village, bought food and souvenirs, and
the village people earned nearly one million yuan.

In May 2020, 84 families from Atulieer Village moved to new houses at the
bottom of the cliff in Zhaojue County. There is a kindergarten, a school, and a hospital
in the area. Now children from Atulieer Village can play on the playground after
school instead of climbing up the cliff for two hours.

Not all the villagers from Atulieer Village moved to the new place. About 40
families decided to stay in their old village on the cliff and take part in the
development of tourism projects. In the future, the “cliff village” will have cable cars,
cliff-style hotels, and an open-air museum that shows China’s efforts in fighting
poverty.

Atulieer Village is just one example of what the Chinese government has done to
help people who lived in very poor conditions. Between 2016 and 2020, in other parts
of China, the government moved about 9.3 million citizens from their homes in areas
not fit to live in, to much better places. It has not only improved the lives of millions
of Chinese people but also reduced global poverty rates.



Passage 2

Chinatown in London

You can find London’s Chinatown in Sohol. It has become a growing cultural,
commercial and tourist centre. With its 78 restaurants, 53 shops, 12 bars and pubs,
two banks, and many business companies, this Chinatown is different from all the
other Chinatowns.

Gerrard Street is the heart of Chinatown. It has fashion shops, restaurants, and
the place where Led Zeppelin, a famous English rock band, first practised. Here the
Chinese people live and they have a community centre.

Chairperson of this community centre, Christine Yau, said, “We provide services
like legal help, social support, and advice — we get thousands of enquiries every year.
We also offer lots of different courses. Chinatown has a strong community life that
encourages the Chinese way of life. Here you can find a mixture of the East and the
West.” So it is more than just a place for great food. For many people of Chinese
origin, Chinatown offers a chance to learn more about their roots.

Yau talked about a student, Wing Kei Wong, who is from Hong Kong, China.
She moved to England ten years ago to follow her love for architecture and she is so
happy that Chinatown is so Chinese. She made a mural that she calls “1888”. From a
distance, it looks like a bowl of rice, but when you go closer, you can see 1,888
photos of Chinese people and other photos with a connection to Chinatown.

The best restaurant in Chinatown is The Royal Dragon on Gerrard Street. There
you get fast service and the staff is very friendly. The décor adds to the welcoming
atmosphere and you can get a delicious hot meal there. It is in the heart of Chinatown,
so it has a sense of real Chinese culture.

There are also important Chinese celebrations in Chinatown. For example, on 22
January 2023, thousands of people came to celebrate the Chinese New Year. The
celebrations started at 10 o’clock in the morning with a parade. There were floats,
Chinese lion and dragon teams, and more. There were also performances of music,
dance, acrobatics, and martial arts. The festivities lasted until 5 February.

So, if you are Chinese and live in London, Chinatown is the place to go. There is no
need to feel homesick.



